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La résistance de l'écriture de |'altération
dans « Les Echelles du Levant » d'Amin Maalouf.

Lazreg Lakhdar

Maitre assistant
Département de francais.
Institut de lettres et langues
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Dr Moulay Taher- SAIDA

Introduction :

L’acces a I’art et a la culture, la pratique artistique et culturelle, sont des
facteurs d’€panouissement personnel, d’ouverture sur le monde et la sociéte.

Connaitre soi-méme, le découvrir et I’expliquer est le but de toute réflexion.
Les problémes posés par I’identité soit individuelle ou collective rencontrent a la fois
une préoccupation intellectuelle et existentielle de ’homme contemporain. Que ces
problémes soient posés par les identités collectives ou les identités individuelles
comme les déviances et les assuétudes.

Comment concilier individualisme et différenciation dans un lieu caractérisée
par la turbulence et le changement ?

L’écriture demeure un moyen de résistance de I’écrivain aux tensions internes
qui le bouleversent. Mais c’est aussi un moyen qui le bouleverse, le transforme et
exprime sa transformation. L’€criture de la résistance que choisit le roman « Les
Echelles du Levant », pour s’exprimer sur une problématique qui perturbe sa
conception de I’altérité, ne prend pas le sens de la négation. C’est une résistance a
une différence de potentiel aux deux rives de I’identité : étre soi et ’autre. C’est une
résistance passive qui s’exprime de I'intérieur a I’extérieur en dégageant sa tension
par le biais de I’écriture. L’écriture devient ce conducteur de cette charge de
signification antérieure qui se décharge par et sur le signe emprunté.

L’écriture, lieu des dénonciations et des réves, lieu des refuges et des
transfuges, est cet espace ou le signe devient confident. Dans 1’univers imaginaire du
roman « Les Echelles du Levant », I’écriture se meut entre les appartenances de
I’écrivain qui font son identité culturelle. Mais cette identité qui s’exprime a travers
cette écriture, nous met en face d’une altération problématique.

Quel est le parcours de cette écriture maaloufienne pour construire le sens de
la résistance a une altération qui s’impose a une identit€¢ en contact de 1’altérité?
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Comment pourrait-elle consentir a réconcilier confusion et diffusion au terme d’une
acculturation en train de se faire?

1. Parcours des échecs des projets d’assimilation.

L’échec est défini comme étant le revers éprouvé par quelqu’un qui voit ses
calculs déjoués, ses espérances trompées. Le théme de 1’échec est dominant dans le
récit. C’est la difficulté qu’éprouve le personnage a réconcilier une identité faite de
rencontre des différences. En effet, la rencontre du Moi et de I’Autre, celui du
narrateur et celui du personnage, ouvre un échange conversationnel sur les origines.
Le retour a I’identité altérée de 1’altérité ne se fait que pour comprendre le pourquoi
de cette altération. Mais d’abord qu’est-ce que I’identité et ’altérité?

L’identité est ce qui fait la spécificité et l'unicité d'un étre ou d'un objet ; ce qui
le distingue de tout autre. Paul Ricceur dans la revue Esprit' de juillet 1988 définit &
partir de deux usages majeurs du concept d’identité-identité comme mémeté (du latin
idem) et identité comme soi (du latin ipse), quatre facettes de cette notion.

L’identité est d’abord congue comme mémetée. Elle implique un sens
numérique : deux occurrences d’une méme chose désignée par un nom invariable ne
constituent pas deux choses différentes mais une seule et méme chose. ldentité
signifie ici unicité et son contraire est pluralité.

La seconde valeur de la notion d’identité vient de 1’idée de ressemblance
extréme. Deux étres sont dits identiques quand ils sont substituables 1‘un a I’autre. Le
contraire est ici différent.

Le troisieme sens inclut la continuité ininterrompue dans le développement
d’un étre entre le premier et le dernier stade de son évolution. Le contraire étant la
discontinuité. Le critére de changement dans le temps entre en ligne de compte.

Ce troisieme sens induit alors la quatriéme valeur de la notion d’identité, a
savoir celle de permanence dans le temps qui s’oppose a diversité.
L’altérité est ce qui est autre, ce qui fait la différence.

2- Le retour aux origines de I’altérité.

Connaitre soi-méme, le découvrir et I’expliquer est le but de toute réflexion.
Réfléchir sur soi ou exploiter son étre jusqu’au fond de ’exercice sont, en effet, une
tendance naturelle chez les individus, les groupes et les peuples.

Le retour dans le roman « Les Echelles du levant » est passage aux origines de
I’altérité. Celle-ci est faite de mélange de races. Cette fusion des différences pour
n’en faire qu’un a échoué dans son calcul : méler en vue de retrouver une harmonie
paisible. Le grand-pére Ketabdar essuie le revers de 1’échec de sa tentative de faire
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recouvrer la raison a Iffett. Il perd I’estime de son entourage « Meurtri par 1’hostilité
qui I’assaillaient de toutes parts au soir d’une vie exemplaire, le vieux médecin s’était
laissé envahir par le sentiment d’avoir fauté, d’avoir trahi sa mission, et d’étre tombé
dans I’'indignité » p 31. L identité héritée des origines est le refus de I’assimilation de
I’ Autre au point de ’exclure. Ainsi est donc 1’identité d’Ossyane, cet autre différent :
une intégration qui provoque la confusion.

Ossyane déclare a Bertrand, le personnage qui lui avait posé des questions sur
ses origines et sur ses convictions avant de I’embrigader dans la Résistance, qu’il a
hérité¢ d’une identité qui s’intégre « Je viens d’une région du monde ou il n’y a eu,
tout au long de I’histoire, que des occupations successives, et mes propres ancétres
ont occupé pendant des siécles une bonne moitié du bassin mediterranéen. Ce que
j’execre en revanche, c’est la haine raciale et la discrimination. Mon pere est turc, ma
mere était arménienne, et s’ils ont pu se tenir la main au milieu des massacres, c’est
parce qu’ils étaient unis par leur refus de la haine. De cela, j’ai hérité. C’est cela ma
patrie. J’ai détesté le nazisme, non pas le jour ou il envahi la France, mais le jour ou
il a envahi I’Allemagne. S’il avait éclos en France, ou en Russie, ou dans mon propre
pays, je ’aurais détesté tout autant » p 79.

Cette conception du refus de la haine de 1’ Autre convient a toutes les situations.
Cette convenance est le point de départ de 1’évolution de 1’identité vers 1’altérité. La
convenance est ici synonyme d’adhésion et de ressemblance. Cet attachement a une
identité du passé se révele dans un espace de résistance a I’hostilité, la xénophobie,
la haine de 1’ Autre.

Mais cette incorporation pour faire recouvrer a la pureté la raison qu’elle a
perdue échoue. C’est de cet échec que nait I’idée de la transformation, du changement.
La naissance du pere d’Ossyane inverse I’ordre établi. A la mort de son pere
Ketabdar, la discipline se reldche et la maison d’Adana devient un foyer de libre
parole. C’est dans cette atmosphére que se crée le Cercle Photographique d’Adana.
Cette forme d’union qui se renouvelle est un lieu d’attachement qui se renoue.

Mais la aussi 1’altération psychologique de la grand-mere passe a un autre stade.
Elle devient menace a D’intégrit¢ physique de 1’union, de cet assemblage des
personnages. Le Cercle Photographique d’Adana se désinteégre et I’union se dénoue.
La foule qui prend en chasse les deux amis menace leurs intégrités physiques.
L’intervention du pouvoir militaire les sauve d’une mort certaine mais brise le lien
qui les unit a la passion de la photographie.  « Survient alors un détachement de
I’armeée. » p 38.

C’est le pouvoir qui démantele 1’association, le cercle qui intégre les
différences et met en échec le réve d’une symbiose « Mon pére I’accueille en sauveur,
mais le militaire n’a pas de temps pour les amabilités. Il exige séchement qu’on lui
livre le matériel photographique cause de ce désordre » pp 38, 39.

Page 213




Il s’agit bien d’une destruction, une désunion, un arrachement d’une passion ;
ce qui s’en suit, ¢’est I’abandon de la terre natale. C’est une rupture qui s’impose
«Comme mon pere s’y refuse, I’autre devient menagant : si I’on n’obéit pas, il
s’éloignera avec ses hommes et ne répondra de rien.

Il fallu céder. Livrer toute la panoplie importée a grands frais pour les activités
du Cercle Photographique

Les militaires ont emporté le reste. De la fenétre du premier étage, Noubar et
mon pére les ont vus jeter ces joyaux au sol, devant les émeutiers, les piétiner
ostensiblement, les achever a coups de crosse, puis lancer les débris a pleines mains
par dela la grille...

Alors seulement la foule assouvie avait consentie a se disperser.» p39

Cette altération qui survient impose a une altérité qui integre soi et autre une
separation entre les deux.

Le pére d’Ossyane devient profondément révolté contre tout ce qui change et
tout ce qui ne change pas « _ Votre pere devait étre, si je comprends bien, un
révolutionnaire de la premiere heure.

__ C’est sans doute ainsi qu’il se serait ainsi décrit. Disons plutét que c’était un
esprit rebelle. Pas su tout acariatre, notez bien. Jovial, méme, et bon vivant. Mais
profondément révolté.

___Contre quoi ?

___ Contre tout ! Les lois, la religion, les traditions, I’argent, la politique, 1’école...ce
serait trop long a énumérer. Contre tout ce qui changeait, tout ce qui ne changeait pas.
Contre « la bétise et le mauvais godt et les cerveaux encrasses», disait-il.

Il révait de gigantesques chambardements.» ppl7, 18.

L’échec de I’intégration se transmet de pere en fils comme un legs. A la fin la
résistance, Ossyane ne réussit pas a convaincre son camarade carabin sur le
malentendu qui lui a valu sa désignation comme 'un des dirigeants cachés de la
Résistance. La divergence s’impose et persiste malgré le passage dans la résistance a
I’écart, a la discrimination.

L’échec est aussi corrosion. Ossyane ayant perdu son pére et sa femme, devient
un personnage corrodé¢ « Des que j’avais eu mes premiers troubles mentaux, j’avais
compris que je ne serais plus meédecin. J’évitais de trop y penser, mais cet échec me
minait» p194.

L’aliénation touche aussi I’intégrit¢ psychologique du fils a la suite de sa
séparation avec sa femme, son autre moitié, son alter ego. La dissolution de 1’altérité,
sa désintégration au sein d’un environnement désob¢issant a une assimilation idéale,
devient comme une donnée incontournable.

Mais cette identité est un héritage du passé qui ne fonctionne plus. C’est une
identité obsoléte certes mais altérée. Le changement s’est opéré tout long du passage
de I’identit¢ qui confondait le Moi et ’Autre a une altérité qui s’imposait la
distinction.

Voyons comment s’effectue ce passage.
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3- Le processus de ’altération.
1-  Retour et retournement.

Dans la séquence du retour au pays natal, le Liban, nous sommes en présence
d’un retournement d’une situation. En effet, Ossyane, de retour, est accueilli comme
un héros. Il fait la fierté de son pere. Il rétablit ce qui a été rompu. Salem, son frere
cadet, contrebandier, (Cet individu a fait de notre maison un depdt pour les
contrebandiers, et mon pére ne s’était douté de rien) ®, est un agent d’altération. Il a
plongé la famille Ketabdar dans le déshonneur (Tout le monde s’était retrouvé en
prison) p 120.

Ce personnage réfractaire a crée la fracture entrainant la dispersion des
membres de la famille (C’est dans cette atmosphére que mes grands-parents
maternels avaient décide de partir pour I’Amérique) p 122, et plongeant le pére dans
la solitude, a I’écart de son entourage habituel (Mon pere était déesormais seul. sans
ma sceur, sans Noubar, sans moi, sans sa cour habituelle autour de lui. Seul avec sa
vieille mere folle dont il s’occupait encore lui-méme de temps a autre bien qu’elle ait
eu en permanence une infirmiere qui lui servait de dame de compagnie.) p 122.

Le retour est donc le rétablissement de ce qui a été interrompu. Le retour est
aussi disparition et apparition. Disparition du trouble (Dix jours plus tard, il [le pere
d’Ossyane] a perdu sa mére. L’infortunée Iffett avait quatre- vingt- sept ans et depuis
quelgues mois, elle ne quittait plus son lit.) p 124, et apparition de la clarté, de
’altérité ( Au lendemain de I’inhumation, j’¢tais assis a sa droite dans le grand salon
pour recevoir les condoléances lorsqu’on est venu me dire a l’oreille qu’une
«etrangere » demandait a me voir, et qu’en raison des circonstances, elle n’osait pas
entrer.

L’étrangere, ¢’était Clara.) p 126.

Cette nouvelle rencontre avec Clara est celle de la fusion, de I’alliance, de
I’union, de la tentative de réconciliation. En effet, Clara, ayant découvert le trouble
entre les juifs et les arabes, décide d’y résister (Elle ne supportait pas 1’idée qu’au
lendemain méme de la défaite du nazisme, deux peuples détestés par Hitler se
dressent 1’'un contre [’autre, en arrivent a s’entre-tuer, chacun persuadé¢ d’étre
parfaitement dans son droit et unique victime d’une injustice. Les juifs parce qu’ils
venaient de subir ce qu’un peuple peut connaitre de pire, une tentative
d’anéantissement, et qu’ils étaient déterminés a tout mettre en ceuvre pour qu’une
telle chose ne se reproduise plus jamais ; Les Arabes parce que la réparation du mal,
en quelque sorte se faisait a leurs dépens, alors qu’ils n’étaient pour rien dans le
crime perpétré en Europe.) p 134.

2- Fusion clair-obscur :

Le rapprochement entre 1’identité et 1’altérité ne se fait plus sous un rapport de
résistance clandestine a la separation mais sous un rapport déclaré de fusion. Ce
mariage avec sa différence est aussi le rdle que se donne le narrateur. Il est cette
instance qui fusionne vérité et 1égendes. En effet lorsqu’il décide de restituer les faits
que lui a racontés Ossyane et de vérifier leur véracite, il revient sur sa décision et se
contente de son role d’instance qui produit une différence (Je me promis de ne plus
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chercher a vérifier ou a fouiller. Mais de me contenter de mon réle d’accoucheur.
Accoucheur de vérités, accoucheur de légendes, la belle différence !) pp 113, 114.

Cette méme différence est aussi au niveau des croyances et des convictions,
entre le passé et le présent. C’est ce qui ameéne Ossyane a faire une comparaison
entre deux attitudes : entre sa croyance d’autrefois au projet de Clara qui, ayant
rejoint un groupe de militants qui tentaient de détourner le cours des événements,
¢tait décidé a se battre pour surmonter le conflit, et son scepticisme d’aujourd’hui.
(Si je regardais cela avec scepticisme moi-méme ? Pas autant que mes propos
d’aujourd’hui le laissent entendre.) p 135.

Aprés qu’ Ossyane ait déclaréson amour a Clara « J’ai beaucoup réfléchi
depuis notre derniére rencontre, et je sais maintenant sans 1’ombre d’un doute que je
suis amoureux de toi. » p 139, et aprés qu’il I’ait demandée en mariage,
I’interpénétration est consentie par une réponse positive de Clara « Si tu ne ressens
pas la méme chose, je n‘insiste pas, c’est un sentiment tellement puissant et tellement
spontang, il doit s’emparer de toi totalement, ce n’est pas une inclination qu’on peut
acquérir avec le temps. Alors, si tu ne le ressens pas, dans une minute nous
reparlerons d’autre chose. Mais si par chance, tu ressentais ce que je ressens, alors je
suis 1’étre le plus heureux au monde, et je te demande : Clara, veux-tu devenir ma
femme ? Je t’aimerai jusqu’a mon dernier souffle... » p 140, la fusion des
différences est donc scellée « Elle avait dit « oui ». p 140.

C’est donc cet amour de la clarté, de ce qui est distinct, de ce qui est autre, qui
les fait choisir de vivre ensemble dans un espace intermédiaire, celui de la rencontre
des cultures héritées du passée : le Levant.

Ce choix n’est pas seulement un changement d’espace vers un espace
intermédiaire, médian qui lie et relie, lieu d’alliance et de brassage, lieu qui faisait la
fierté de la région et de son passé « Nous avions donc choisi de rester au Levant.
Entre Haifa et Beyrouth. Du temps ou la frontiére était encore ouverte, la distance
n’était pas longue par la route cotiere. Nous avions deux ports d’attaches, deux
«échelles », comme on disait autrefois, et un chapelet de maison, mais aucune pour
nous tout seuls » p 160. Mais aussi un choix d’écriture.

Ce choix porte sur une modification, sur une inversion du récit de guerre en
discours d’amour. Clara venait avec le projet de concilier les arabes et les juifs en
écrivant des récits de résistants arabes et juifs qui avaient combattus ensemble contre
le nazisme et Ossyane en était un exemple « Elle venait avec un projet. Pour le
journal de son comité, dont le premier numéro allait paraitre, elle pensait publier des
récits de résistants, arabes et juifs, qui s’étaient battus contre les nazis dans divers
pays occupés. On voit bien le propos : convaincre les uns et les autres qu’ils devraient
se retrouver du méme coété, se battre ensemble pour leur avenir commun...Dans cette
optique, mon témoignage pouvait avoir un intérét. » p 138.

Mais Ossyane inverse I’optique et déclare son amour a Clara la juive et lui
propose de s’unir avec elle. L’union faite, elle ne perdure pas longtemps. La
confusion s’annonce par des signes avant-coureurs humains et des signes empruntés
au modele de la nature. Un retournement de la situation menace d’emporter 1’alliance
et de la rendre poussiere.
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Les signes avant coureurs du retournement
Signes naturels Signes humains

Tourbillon (pris dans ce tourbillon) |Explosions (Pendant la soirée, nous

p 159 avions entendu par deux fois le son
Une tornade (Une tornade allait|d’explosions lointaines.) p 159.
s’abattre sur le Levant) p 160. Sorti de Salem de prison (Le tournant, ce

Le cyclone (C’était en quarante six, | fut peut-étre le jour ou mon frére Salem
nous aurions laissé passer le|est sorti de prison a la faveur d’une
cyclone...) p 160 ultime amnistie.) p 164

3- Violence et confusion :

L’identité du moi et I’identité de 1’autre, lorsqu’elles rentrent en rapport
d’inclusion, se retrouvent dans une perspective de violence. Le rapport a 1’ Autre est
déterminé par les traumatismes de 1’Histoire. L’interférence des événements qui ont
marqué la grande histoire, celle du Moyen-Orient, entre les Arabes et Israél nous
I’échelle de la grande histoire dévoile cette confusion entre les différences et impose
la scission. Le référent histoire est fortement présent dans le romanesque. Il est agent
d’altération. Mais il ne faut pas penser que c’est le référent histoire qui est a
incriminer ici car Maalouf a toujours défendu I’histoire qui apprend a I’homme ses
erreurs « Religion, que de crimes on commet en ton nom ! Histoire, que de lecons tu
nous a données et pourtant. ..»>

En fait, les événements de la grande histoire interférent dans le romanesque
pour mettre en échec le projet de fusion. La confusion que provoque le melange des
races, celle de I’'intégration de la différence, de I’Arménien au Turc, du Juif a
I’ Arabe désagrege « Cela dit ma mere n’a pas connu beaucoup de joies dans sa courte
existence. Elle a eu trois grossesses, toutes trois pénibles ; la premiére datait donc de
1915. Je ne sais pas si m’on peut se rendre compte aujourd’hui, de ce que cela
signifiait, en cette année de malheur, de porter I’enfant d’un Turc Ottoman. »p 47.

Les evénements de la grande histoire font éclore la confusion et la naissance
des brouilles qui font disparaitre tout accord entre des éléments et cause un
dysfonctionnement dans les rapports. La violence est ici un agent de séparation
«C’est cette scéne qui me revient en mémoire chaque fois que je me remémore le
déclenchement de la guerre israélo-arabe. C’¢était en en quarante huit, a la mi-mai.
Les événements s’étaient précipités : le mandat britannique sur la Palestine avait pris
fin ; le conseil du peuple juif, réuni au musée de Tel-Aviv, avait proclame la
naissance de I’Etat d’Israél ; et dans les heures qui ont suivi, les pays arabes étaient
entrés en guerre.
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Pour étre franc, ces péripéties politiques et militaires ne m’émouvaient déja
plus. Tout le monde savait depuis longtemps que la région allait vers I’embrasement.
Une seul chose me préoccupait en ces journées, une seul chose m’affolait : le sort de
Clara et de ’enfant a naitre, car a présent une frontiére nous séparait, une fronticre
devenue infranchissable, et pour longtemps. » p 177.

La violence perturbe la cohésion confuse et impose une modification qui
liquéfie pour faire la distinction.

4- Ecroulement et dissolution

La séparation donc entre les différences crée une perturbation a 1’échelle de
I’altérité. Cette résistance de la séparation met en échec la volonté de vivre avec sa
différence, son autre moitié et provoque la chute, un écroulement et une dysharmonie.
C’est I’annonce d’une séparation en chaine qui brise et se brise sur les chaines de
stations de 1’une des deux radios du salon, « Il y avait dans la maison deux radios
identiques, deux TSF massives en bois rougeéatre lustrés, achetés par mon pere peu
avant la guerre »*!. Cet enchainement qui se casse provoquant le déchainement de la
violence « Les premiers mots audibles, ce jour-1a, je ne les ai pas oubliés : «La
guerre qui vient d’éclater... »p 177.

5- Aphonie et dedoublement :

L’extinction des voix, celle du pere et de la radio, réduit au silence, a I’écart,
un silence imposé et imposant I’incommunicabilité. Le silence est donc réducteur,
comprimant obligeant a ne pas s’exprimer sur I’éclatement qui s’impose.

C’est le silence qui refuse la diffusion, la réception de la culture de 1’autre « Je
me souviens encore de cet instant ou, mon pere dans son lit s’obstinait a parler en
agitant en 1’air son unique bras encore valide, Iffett s’¢tait levée, furieuse, était allée
vers le poste, avait tourné le bouton. Le malade s’était tu par réflexe. J’avais adressé a
ma sceur un clin d’ceil admiratif tant j’étais ravi de D’effet immédiat qu’elle avait
obtenu » p pp 176, 177. Mais c’est aussi I’extinction de la voix de la violence, qui
éclate et fait éclater la difféerence « Les premiers mots audibles, ce jour-1a, je ne les
ai pas oubliés : « La guerre qui vient d’éclater... » p 177.

Le silence céle et dévoile, il céde I’identité, le méme, dans 1’obscurité et
relegue la différence dans la clarté.

6- Mort du pére et dédoublement de la personnalité.

Ce refus d’écoute de I’annonce de I’éclatement n’est pas seulement un silence
qui dissimule, c’est aussi un silence qui enterre. Le pére d’Ossyane s’éteint quelques
temps aprés « Mon pére est mort en juillet, par une de ces journées si chaudes
qu’elles font regretter les pays du nord. » p 180.

C’est a la suite de I’enterrement de son pére qu’Ossyane perd le controle de lui-
méme. Sa personnalité est altérée par tant d’événements « J’allais rester plus d’un
moi au lit. Une insolation. Tous les symptomes étaient la. La fievre, les céphalées, le
délire, les vomissements. L’incapacité de me tenir debout. Mais le soleil n’était pas le
seul coupable. Tant d’événements m’avaient rendu fragile. L explosion sur la route
de Haifa, qui, longtemps apres, revenait dans mes réves; la mort de mon pere, bien
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sr et la séparation forcée d’avec Clara. Le fait, aussi, de me dire semaine apres
semaine, qu’elle avait peut-étre accouché déja, et que je ne savais pas si elle se portait
bien ou non, si I’enfant était vivant et si j’étais le pere d’un enfant d’un gargon ou
d’une fille - I’ignorance dans laquelle je me trouvais sur ce dernier point peut
paraitre dérisoire, elle me minait, je la ressentais comme une humiliation. » p 181, et
surtout par le soleil « Cela dit le soleil aura été 1’¢lément aggravant, qui m’a fait
basculer. » p 181.

En effet, c’est cette lumiere, cette chaleur qui, source de vie et de mort comme
disait Bachelard * que 1’altération appose son sceau. Comme sa grand-mére, Ossyane
est sujet a un trouble psychique « Quand la fiévre est tombée, on s’est rendu compte
que je n’étais pas guéri. J’étais devenu ce qu’on appelle n désaxé, un aliéné, un
déséquilibré... » p 181.

7-L’autre, un moi médecin.

Cette division du moi en deux, ce dédoublement n’est en fait que la résultante
de ce mélange de deux différences complémentaires : un moi médical considérée
comme un moi autre qui soigne, qui remet les choses en ordre, qui résiste aux
perturbations « Le plus angoissant, je crois - mais c¢’est peut-étre ce qui, a la fin m’a
sauvé-, c’est que je n’ai jamais perdu totalement la raison » p 181. Ossyane résiste
encore a la separation, méme a travers sa maladie, grace a son moi intérieur, cet autre
moi qui lui sert de soutien, d’issue de secours « J’ai envie de ’appeler le moi
médecin. C’est un peu cela : je n’étais jamais totalement un patient, il y avait toujours
en moi cet autre &tre qui considérait le patient comme un patient en se disant qu’un
jour il faudrait le guérir » p 181

8 -Possession et dépossession.

Le refus de la séparation avec cet autre mene a une privation de I’héritage
familiale et a un internement forcé. Ossyane obsédé de rejoindre son altérité, sa
différence, sa moitié laissée de 1’autre c6té de la frontieére, de garder le contact avec
elle, décide de franchir la ligne de démarcation, cet obstacle dressé par la violence
«J’étais décidé. Dans ma téte, ni guerre, ni frontiére, les obstacles avaient fondu.
J’avais fait ma valise, j’étais descendu de ma chambre. Quelqu’un avait dit me voir,
et avertir mon frere, car celui-ci avait accouru pour me demander, alors que j’étais
déja a la porte :

« Ouvas-tu ? »
« Je vais a Haifa. J’ai besoin de parler a ma femme. » p 187.

Mais son frere Salem profite de cette confusion ou était son frere pour le
placer dans un asile psychiatrique. La privation de I’un de ses droits, de sa liberté de
choisir dotait I’autre de la jouissance des biens de la famille. Ossyane est mis a 1’écart,
dans I’isolement.

9-Solution et dissolution.

C’est dans cet asile qu’Ossyane va connaitre [’apaisement de sa révolte. Grace
aux médicaments qu’on lui administrait, il se sépare de son moi qui refuse la
séparation. dans la page 189, Ossyane raconte que son engourdissement était assuré

Page 219




par une drogue, la dissolution garantie est contenue dans le contenu d’une boisson
médicamenteuse qu’on lui servait « Ce fut désormais la routine. Au réveil, je devais
avaler, sous le regard ‘un surveillant, homme ou femme, une boisson baptisée caf€,
qui avait un fort golit de médicament. Apres, pour la journée et jusqu’au lendemain,
j’étais aussi paisible qu’un cadavre. Je n’avais ni désir ni impatience. Tout en moi
s’¢tait engourdi, ralenti » p 189.

Ce liquide qui liquéfie n’est pas le seul a signifier la dissolution. Il y a aussi le
personnage du directeur de La Résidence du Chemin neuf, le docteur Dawwab, dont
le nom en arabe signifie « qui fait fondre ». C’est cette dissolution qui est réprouvée
par Ossyane, qu’il critique et qu’il juge incompétente, irrationnelle et rebouteuse car
prétendant réduire les fractures « Lui, un médecin ? La Résidence du Chemin neuf,
une clinique ? Plutot un enclos. Les soignants, des dompteurs. Et nous, plutét que des
patients, de bétes prisonnieres, enchainées. Avec des boulets, non pas en fer et
attachés aux pieds, non, rien que des minuscules comprimés aux jolies couleurs
pastel, mais des boulets pour I’ame, et qui serrent et rapent jusqu’au sang !» p 190.

Cette séparation avec le monde extérieur permet une exploration intérieure
«Pour moi en ce temps- 1a, dans le trouble extréme ou je m’égarais, cette nouvelle vie
ne m’avait pas amené spontanément a la révolte. J’échappais a mes démons, a mes
obsessions, a mes exaltations, et aux regards apitoyés des autres. Oui, je me faisais au
régime de La Résidence, je me laissais engourdir, avec ce plaisir qu’éprouvent, dit-on,
ceux qui s’endorment dans la neige pour ne plus se réveiller. J’aurais pu ne plus me
réveiller. » p 193.

Cette privation de la sensibilité, cet apaisement de 1’extase, cet étouffement du
refus de la séparation et son confinement, son isolation de I’extérieur est pour
I’empécher de s’extérioriser, de déclarer son identité faite de 1’altérité mais sans se
fondre avec elle dans le sens de devenir un tout, un méme.

L’extérieur est donc la propriété de la débauche, de la dissolution qui provoque
la rupture. Ecarté de sa différence, Ossyane se retrouve seul avec son moi « Le
monde extérieur m’effrayait et me dégottait. Le monde extérieur était a présent le
domaine de mon frére ! » p 193, alors que I’intérieur est cette différence refusée mais
non acceptée « La personne qui se trouvait dans La Résidence n’était plus moi, ou
alors trés partiellement. Je n’ai jamais pris, en toute lucidité, la décision de me
résigner. » p 193.

10 - Résignation et espérance.

Cette non résignation fait prendre a Ossyane la décision d’espérer une sortie,
une solution a cette situation, un signe qui, renvoyant a I’existence d’une autre partie
a laquelle il est lié, lui annonce un salut.

L’annonce d’une prochaine séparation définitive et du dénouement de
I’intrigue se fait au niveau du récit, dans la division temporelle du jeudi soir. Et c’est
justement cette annonce d’un dénouement prochain de Dintrigue, de 1’histoire
d’Ossyane qu’énonce Ossyane lui-méme a son interlocuteur qui redonne espoir a une
délivrance. « A partir de demain, nous pourrons plus nous voir, m’avertit Ossyane
quand je revins a son hotel samedi, apres 1’heure de la visite » p 199 .
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11-Ascension et descente.

Une premiére sortie est programmée par Salem pour son frére Ossyane. Il
I’emmeéne chez-lui dans la maison Ketabdar. Il avait invité de hauts responsables des
autorités francaises « La premiére voiture arrivée fut celle de 1’ambassadeur de
France. Un membre de son gouvernement 1’accompagnait. Oui, c’¢tait Bertrand !
Enfin celui qui dans la Résistance, était Bertrand. » p 201. Mais cette sortie n’est pas
tout a fait 1I’échappatoire « Un jour, mon frére est venu me prendre a la clinique. En
fin de matinée. C’était ma premicre fois depuis quatre ans » p 199. Elle permet au
contraire a Salem une ascension a 1’échelle sociale « Ce repas, qui était cense
préluder a ma délivrance, n’avait donc était qu'une étape de plus dans 1’ascension de
mon frere. » p 205, alors qu’Ossyane €tait complétement oublié¢, abandonné au fond
de son isolement « On m’avait enterré sans prieres. » p 205.

12- Illusion et désillusion.

Il ne s’agit pas seulement d éteindre les voix de la violence mais aussi d’opérer
comme en chirurgie, une section des sieges de la violence. Lobotomiser le désir de se
séparer de la vie, c’est aussi lobotomiser 1’idée de la séparation car vouloir Se donner
la mort pour une altérit¢ refusée d’étre conjointe, c’est cesser de résister a la
séparation.

La résignation a empéché Ossyane de se suicider, et a maintenu en lui
I’espoir d’une possible réintégration « Certains patientent parce qu’ils gardent foi en
I’avenir. D’autres parce qu‘ils leur manquent le courage d’en finir. La lacheté est sans
doute méprisable, elle appartient néanmoins au regne de la vie. Elle est un instrument
de survie, comme la résignation. » p 2009.

Mais la lacheté et la résignation ne sont pas les seules qui lui ont permis de
surmonter son envie de mettre fin & ses jours, d’en finir avec son « soi » pour
échapper a sa situation psychologique d’abattement due a 1’effondrement de son
projet, de I’échec de sa résistance a la séparation qui s’est imposée. Il y avait aussi
I’un des pensionnaires de la Résidence, qui lui a 6t¢ 1’idée de la mort de soi « Mais
j’al eu tort de parler ainsi de la lacheté et de la résignation comme si elles seules
m’avaient maintenu en vie. Il y avait eu Lobo. C’¢était I’un des Pensionnaire de la
Résidence. » p 209.

C’est ce personnage et a travers son discours moralisant sur la mort et la vie
qu’Ossyane est dissuadé de recourir a I’extinction de son soi, au suicide comme
solution et dissolution « Tu dois considérer la mort comme une ultime issue de
secours. Sache que personne que personne ne peut empécher d’y recourir, mais,
justement, parce qu’elle t’est accessible, garde- la en réserve, indéfiniment.
Supposons que tu fasses un cauchemar, la nuit. Si tu sais bien que ¢’est un cauchemar,
et qu’il suffirait de secouer u n peu la téte pour s’en sortir, tout devient plus simple,
plus supportable, et tu finis par trouver du plaisir dans ce qui te paraissait le plus
effrayant. Que la vie te fasse peur, qu’elle te fasse mal, que les étres les plus proches
se couvrent de masques hideux... Dis-toi que c’est la vie, dis-toi que c’est un jeu de
croyances et de tromperies, un jeu de masques, joue-le jusqu’au bout, en acteur ou en
observateur, en observateur de préférence, il sera toujours temps d’en sortir. Moi,
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«I’issue de secours » m’aide a vivre a vivre. Parce qu’elle est a ma disposition, je
sais que je ne l’utiliserai pas. Mais si je n’avais pas la main sur la manette de 1’au-
dela, je me sentirai piégé, et j’aurai envie de m’enfuir au plus vite. » p 210.

Conclusion :

Jouant avec I’incertitude, I’ambiguité, 1’échec, le trouble, I’écriture se dérobe.
Elle ne s’engage pas a dévoiler, elle s’engage dans ce qui voile et devient lieu
d’exploration de son étre ou réalité et fiction se confondent. Un passage obligé pour
une autre mesure du monde. Une écriture du refus de I’exces et de la frénésie de la
correspondance et du méme.

Une écriture de soi, une écriture de 1’exil qui procede par des combinaisons,
mélant deux codes linguistiques différents pour exprimer sa différence. La différence
par rapport a I’autre. Une écriture qui nous fait transporter a travers les époques pour
situer le début du transfert de I’identité, son intégration dans un monde qui lui est
étranger et qui lui impose le changement. Au contact de I’altérité, le changement est
assimilation et separation.

L’écriture fait graviter 1’identité a travers les divisions du récit, échelons de
I’acculturation, pour la faire aboutir au dernier échelon a une signification de la
desobéissance de son code. Désobéissance donc a la confusion que crée le mélange
des cultures. Arrivé a cette conception qui se refuse a la confusion de 1’acculturation,
I’écriture s’engage dans la résistance a 1’altération qui impose la séparation. Mais la
aussi, I’intégration impose 1’assimilation. L’ €criture résiste dans ce cas a un aspect
d’insertion qui impose I’abandon de I’identité. Une réintégration sous un autre aspect
est possible mais celle-la aussi aboutit a un changement problématique : la
réintégration est d’un aspect diffus. La constatation de la fin du transfert est aussi
signe de malaise identitaire : refuser la confusion parce qu’elle ne marque pas les
différences pour aboutir a une diffusion qui accentue la différence.

Si « Les Echelles du Levant » de la grande histoire a disparu emportant avec
lui toute une histoire de la rencontre confuse des différences, « Les Echelles du
Levant » de la petite histoire reprend les origines de la résistance a partir de
I’Occident, point de chute du soleil et donc de la lumiere pour aboutir & son point
levant, I’Orient point de sa déchéance. Pourquoi cet inversement de sens, ce
renversement d’orbite, ce tour et ce détour si ce n’est que pour retourner a un point de
jonction ou la déchéance rejoint la réintégration dans un point de chute créant le
contraste entre lumiére et obscurité, entre identité et altérité. Ce nouveau rendez-vous
entre les deux principaux protagonistes d’une histoire a I’intérieur d’une autre qui a
eu lieu sous 1’observation du narrateur a aboutit sur un pont, symbole de liaison de
deux rives, de voie pour une nouvelle chance de rencontre des différences, une
rencontre encore incertaine parce que diffuse.
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Les éléments fondateurs de la création littéraire

dans Carmen de Prospére Mérimée.
Ould Said Abdelkrim

Maitre assistant
A®, Département de francais.
= ¥ Institut de lettres et langues
» \\3,7,\ étrangéres: o
\ _ Centre Universitaire
e Dr Moulay Taher- SAIDA

Jadis, le mystere de la création littéraire demeurait pour les grecs un monde
ésotérique, inaccessible au commun des mortels, étant donné que ce don surnaturel
relevait du génie et transcendait la réalité, voire le vécu quotidien.

Selon la conception des grecs, on attribuait ce don extravagant a des divinités
capables de pourvoir qui de mérite et digne de cette faveur. Plus tard, la critique
littéraire et les théories de la littérature ont percu le mystere de la creation littéraire en
expliquant sa genese et les mécanismes qui conditionnent la réverie en tant que
source nourriciére de toute ceuvre d'art en général, et littéraire en particulier.

La théorie de la littérature qui s'appuie sur l'interprétation psychanalytique
suppose que les éléments qui sous-tendent certains textes littéraires sont enracinés
dans l'inconscient du créateur en particulier, et de I'hnomme en général. Ni le littéraire
ni le savant scientifigue ne peuvent échapper a la réverie. A cet égard, Gaston
Bachelard écrivait que les conditions anciennes de la réverie ne sont pas éliminées
chez I'nomme moderne ni effacées par la logique. Le savant lui-méme retourne aux
valorisations primitives. 1l en découle que la réverie reproduit incessamment les
archétypes issus de I'imaginaire collectif et individuel, des pulsions, en s'étalant a
toute activité intellectuelle sollicitant la psyché, particuliérement a celle en relation
avec la création littéraire, espace de I'imagination.

Pour mieux saisir ces assertions, nous tenterons d'étudier la nouvelle de
Carmen de Prosper Mérimée en se référant au mythe, a la psychanalyse et aux
¢léments cosmologiques Bachelardiens. Cette ceuvre demeure fertile en images qui
reproduisent les éléments suivants: le feu, la terre, I'eau et I'air, lesquels éléments

sont édulcorés par le langage littéraire et les figures de styles parcourant le texte. Ces
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éléments précedent toute description anthropomorphique des personnages de Carmen
et de Don Jose.

En effet, I'ccuvre de Carmen s'ouvre sur ces éléments ou leurs équivalents
symbolico-psychanalytiques, comme dans les passages suivant qui évoque la Terre :
" [...] Certain jour, errant dans la partie élevée de la plaine [...] " P286.

Dans cette nouvelle, I'élément terre n'acquiert pas seulement une fonction
esthétique (celle du pittoresque et de la verdure), il pourrait renvoyer par analogie a la
meére, principalement a I'image de la matrice et du "regressus utérus”, étant donné que
la terre et la matrice ont des sémes communs, ceux de la tranquillité et du repos,
comme dans ces énonceé :" Un homme s'y reposait déja”. P 286. Aussi, la terre dans
cette ceuvre renverrait au mythe de l'errance des bohémiens, autrement dit, & la non
sédentarisation, un état de fait qui serait a l'origine du comportement agressif de
Carmen, comme nous verrons dans cet article.

Aussi, le texte s'emploie a faire surgir le feu, au plan connotatif ou/et dénotatif,
le deuxieme élément cosmologique bachelardien, qui sous-entend la grande chaleur,
la soif, comme dans ce passage :" [...] Mourant de soif, brdlé par un soleil de plomb
[...]". P 285. La référence au feu dans ce texte est aussi sous-entendue dans
I'évocation de la "Fumée", du "Soleil" et de "Satan". C'est ainsi que le "Feu" renvoie
a des archétypes admis comme tels dans le référent culturel universel, mais aussi
spécifique, en ce sens que chaque écrivain l'investi dans ses écrits en lui accordant
une signification particuliére, déterminée par son propre réferent culturel et sa culture
littéraire.

Selon un premier point de vue psychanalytique, le "Feu" acquiert une
signification positive. En tant qu'élément cosmologique, source d'inspiration des
écrivains, comme dans I'exemple preécité, il est un élément présent dans la création
littéraire, un archétype qui se trouve enraciné dans I'inconscient individuel et collectif.
Le "Feu" et ses équivalents symbolico-psychanalytiques, sont toujours présents dans
I'inconscient de I'nomme en général, et celui du créateur en particulier, comme dans

I'écriture de Mérimeée.
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Il est admis aussi que le "Feu" renferme un sens mélioratif dans le référent culturel
ibérique. D'une part, 1l symboliserait la rencontre entre personnes, c'est un élément
générateur des relations entre les Espagnols, comme le reconnait la culture de ce pays.
Le syntagme suivant le souligne fort bien :" En Espagne, un cigare donné et recu
établit des relations d'hospitalités.” P 288

D'autre part, dans ce texte, le "Feu" en tant qu™ actant™ revét un sens éerotique.
Il symboliserait la flamme de I'Eros, comme il apparait dans ce passage qui met en
relief la relation naissante entre les personnages de Carmen et Don José qui se
cotoient en fumant des cigarettes :" Nous mélons nos fumées, nous causames si
longtemps".347

En plus de cette acception positive, le feu, dans les temps reculés, fut a
I'origine d'une phobie obsédante chez I'homme primitif. En effet, I'archétype du Feu
était présent dans l'inconscient de ce dernier qui se montrait vulnérable face au volcan
et a la foudre, eu égard a son incapacité de les expliquer rationnellement. Cette
représentation est admise de nos jours par la psychanalyse qui parle de la phobie du
feu chez les névrosés, dont la structure mentale serait proche de celle de I'homme
primitif. Ce qui signifie que l'archétype du "Feu" refait surface dans la création
littéraire en genéral, et dans I'écriture de Mérimée spécifiquement sous I'emprise du
processus inconscient.

Quant a l'eau, l'autre élément cosmologique, il apparait dans le passage qui
parle du " Voisinage de source”, lieu ou le narrateur se repose pour se désaltérer, ainsi
que dans le substantif "ruisseau™ qui connote dans cette nouvelle I'espace de la paix
et de la tranquillité.

Dans d'autres passages, I'eau connoterait la purification de la méchanceteé et de
I'nostilité en favorisant la naissance d'une nouvelle relation entre les personnages de
cette nouvelle, comme c'est indiqué dans ce passage :" L'ombre et la source me
charmérent [...] J'invitai I'étranger.” P289

Il va sans dire que le mythe de I'eau dans la croyance ibérique, Espagne
préromaine, recouvrit une signification théologique et sacrée, puisque les cavernes et
les temples de la vénération d'Endovellicus se trouvaient prés des riviéres, "des cours
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d'eau, des sources et des fontaines”. L'eau de ce fait est un élément inspirateur et
fondateur de la réverie chez Mérimée.
La lecture psychanalytique.

La nouvelle de Carmen, écrite par Prosper Mérimée, peut-étre aborder d'un
point de vue psychanalytique. Dans cette approche, nous tenterons de circonscrire les
themes dominants de cette fiction, puis nous procéderons a l'analyse des personnages
centraux. Nous nous appuyons dans cette lecture sur les notions de I'archétype et de
I'inconscient du texte. Nous entendons par l'inconscient du texte, la disposition de
I'esprit créateur a reproduire des énonceés, a priori dénotatifs, mais qui dans le fond
cachent des désirs latents, conformément a cette citation :" Le retour a l'inconscient
[...] nous rassure du fait qu'il ne s'agit pas d'une entité abstraite ou métaphysique. Le
processus psychiques inconscients [...] trouve méme la découverte de la dimension
psychique du langage qui opere par le transfert” *

En effet, la dite fiction reproduit en toile de fond les théemes de I'Amour, la
Mort et de la liberté. Ceux-ci prennent figure de plusieurs Tlots d'images obsedantes et
récurrentes ayant pour noyau dynamique les archétypes de I'Eros et Thanatos, que le
lecteur avisé pourrait lire dans le code du non dit.

Eros et Thanatos : des themes qui se croisent

Dans la nouvelle de Carmen, les themes de I'amour et la mort occupent la toile
de fond, de sorte qu'ils s'enchevétrent de cause a effet.

A premiere vue, la Mort apparait dans la trame narrative telle une fatalité
incontournable, un deéterminisme implacable pesant de tout son poids sur les
personnages de Carmen et Don José qui vivent dans la logique de I'amour impossible
et irréalisable. Si Don José témoigne de I'affection pour Carmen, celle-ci n'éprouve
aucun sentiment pour lui. La raison en est que la conception mythique de la liberté
tres répandue chez les bohémiens 6te a Carmen la capacité d'aimer Don José, comme
le souligne ce passage :" Pour les gens de sa race, la liberté est tout.” P 317. Cette
méme liberté idéalisée se trouve derriere le caractere récalcitrant de Carmen, qui
disconvient a l'ordre social, rejette les convenances d'usages, voire méme les

contraintes naturelles.
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Or, a mesure que nous interrogeons le non-dit du texte, nous saisissons les
mobiles latents, inconscients, qui conditionnent le comportement suicidaire de
Carmen en suscitant sa propre mort, a travers la provocation de Don José qui, le long
du récit, éprouve un sentiment de jalousie morbide pour ce personnage. Une jalousie
qui découlerait de son Moi morcelé, frustré par le peu de considération que lui
accorde Carmen. Un Moi insatisfait de soi-méme, étant donné qu'il a vécu dans son
passé une régression insurmontable lors de son passage d'un étre d'esprit - par
référence a son statut de noble et a la carriére spirituelle qu'il avait raté- a un étre de
chair (de corps) qui ne s'exprime que par I'agressivité. Ce changement a fonciérement
métamorphosé son Moi, comme c'est indiqué dans ce passage :" Si je prends le Don,
c'est que j'ai le droit [...] Que je fusse I'église et I'on me fit étudier". P 309

Ainsi, en l'absence d'une sublimation a méme de promouvoir son statut, et eu
égard a son histoire tourmentée, Don José a vecu une régression fatale qui le conduit
a la criminalite.

Quant a Carmen, telle qu'elle est congue par l'auteur, elle demeure la source de
tous les conflits par excellence. Elle incarne la femme fatale qui se comporte
égocentriguement. Si elle ne tue pas ses partenaires, elle les conduit a la mort -cas du
personnage de Garcia- en leur tendant les filets de son charme séducteur: "Elle
écartait sa mantille afin de montrer ses épaules”. P310. Elle est I'exemple typique de
la femme fatale et insoumise.

Selon le point de vue psychanalytique, cette attitude du personnage de Carmen
pourrait s'expliquer, entre autres, par un narcissisme qui la confine dans sa propre
logique récalcitrante, un état d'esprit qui I'empéche de vivre en harmonie avec son
partenaire Don José. Son refus du mariage avec ce dernier pourrait avoir le sens du
refus inconscient de sa féminité et la recherche de I'animus qui se traduit par un
comportement viril et effronté dont elle fait preuve dans ce récit.

Aussi, comme précité, a l'origine de l'insubordination de ce personnage il
pourrait y avoir la problématique de la terre d'origine. En effet, n'ayant pas de terre
fixe, de patrie - car c'est une bohémienne-, le personnage de Carmen évolue le long
du récit dans I'espace romanesque de I'’Andalousie, un espace d'adoption. Cet état de
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fait est vécu par ce personnage comme une frustration, comme un malaise profond
qui la prive du repére identitaire, étant donné qu'elle est fixée a une terre a laquelle
elle n'appartient pas, donc a une mere symbolique (I'Andalousie) qui, a vrai dire, n'est
pas la sienne, mais qui lui accorde, en dépit de tout, le droit de s'y établir.

Cependant, entre I'absence de la "mere" authentique et sa substitution par la
"mere d'adoption”, se développe chez Carmen une culpabilité et un refus latent de sa
race bohémienne qu'elle dévalorise et sous estime dans ces énoncés : "Bah! Les gens
d'ici disent que le paradis n'est pas fait pour nous". Sans omettre les assertions de ce
personnage prétendant appartenir a la race de Don Jose.

Partant de la, nous supposons que cette fixation a la "mere” symbolique (terre
de [I'Andalousie) détermine l'attitude rebelle de Carmen, caractérisée par
I'impossibilité d'aimer ou/et d'étre aimer, voire de mener une vie stable et tempérée.
C'est un personnage favorable a la vie désordonnée, a l'insubordination, a I'agressivité,
comme le montrent ces syntagmes : " Elle venait de lui marquer en deux coups de
couteaux [...] Carmen tenue par cing ou six commeres”. P310

En derniere instance, lI'insoumission de Carmen aux convenances, tout comme
son refus d'aimer Don José, serait un message connoté et référentiel a la résistance de
I'’Andalousie a I'orient et autres races congquérantes. Carmen pourrait symboliser par
substitution, par "déplacement phonique”, la ville de Carmona, la plus forte
d'Espagne, ayant fait preuve de réesistance face a Moussa Ibn Nocayr et son armée en
I'an 712.
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The topic | am to deal with here
in this magazine is Harold Pinter’s
language through which he works out
his plays, and by which he has been
fortunate enough to be part of a school,
I.e. the Theatre of the Absurd.

In all his plays his use of language
remains the component and the
essential key to his philosophical
attitudes and vision towards his life on
the one hand, and to his intuitive
creation on the other. His true
understanding of the realities of
language makes him able to gain the
freedom of using it as one (as everyone
uses it in everyday language)-but
which takes various forms and
functions-sometimes as a medium of
power and influence to establish one’s
superiority, and sometimes as a
medium which conceals more facts and
events or intentions to erect “true”
relationships between human beings
than it reveals. And to achieve this,
Pinter has transformed everyday
language with all falseness,
meaninglessness and non-sense on the
stage. He has made of it an instrument
of non-communication by breaking
down all the rules of grammar, and
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disintegrating its logic and structure as
it really is in everyday life. He has
devalued language as a vehicle or
instrument for communicating the
problems of the human conditions. In
short, Pinter’s use of language serves to
express the uncertainty and the
impossibility to  reach  definite
meanings of the reality of the world
which each of us perceives differently.

These different perceptions of the
world compel Man to ask questions
about his nature and about his position
in it. Yet we cannot always find
answers to all our questions. Thus life
itself is a question that Pinter seeks to
answer through his plays.

In any given period a writer needs
to write to relieve—either himself or
the reader—from the different types of
pressure: emotional, social, or political.
For it has been said that to express
emotions is to get free of them. Goethe,
as a matter of fact, “is said to have
freed himself from Weltshmer by

composing The Sorrows of Werther”.®
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What must be stressed here,
however, is that literature provides us
with entertainment. We may also few
answers to our questions that we may
ask in the process of our daily life.
What we may have only suspected of
human experience is blindly clear in
the author’s searchlight; a facet of man
has been illuminated, and so we turn a
page and step into his world.

When we talk in terms of arts we
are always referring to a view of life. In
other words, art is an expression of life.
To avoid ambiguous ideas, one should
say that an author reflects the when and
the were of his social situation; as Rene
Welleck and Austin Warren put it:
“...an author should express the life of
his own time fully, that he should be
representative of his age and society.”(z)

What remains to consider is that
art may become the themes of any
genre of literature. Keats, it has been
suggested, “derived details of his ‘Ode
on a Grecian Urn’ from a specific
picture of Claude Lorrain.”® And
literature, obviously in its turn, may
become the theme of other arts; like
painting and music, “just as literature,
especially the lyric and drama, has
intimately collaborated with music.”

In front of all these obvious
questions of influence, sources and
cooperation between literature and
other arts, there arises a more complex
subject matter: that of literature with its
genres. For what would be our
reactions towards Ifor Evan’s statement
when dealing with English drama? :
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“ It is false to consider the drama
merely as a part of literature. For
literature is an art dependent upon
words, but drama is a multiple art,
using words, scenic effects, music, the
gestures of actors, and the organizing
talents of a producer.”(s)

Beyond this eminence between
literature and drama, one is greatly
compelled to examine the latter with
precision and investigate its nature
since it is the object of our study.

In the novel the reader is always
guided by the author: It is always the
author who indicates where the
reader’s attention should be oriented at
any given moment, at what is the plot
of the story. He always invites the
reader over to recognize the people of
the novel when they are playing their
roles in the story. In other words, it is
the author who dictates the actions of
the “round” and “flat” characters. It is
therefore, the author himself who
deciphers and interprets the events of
the story, particularly the writers of the
traditional novels. In the “live” theatre,
however, it is the spectator rather than
the dramatist who has the choice to
make his own interpretations. Thus,
each member of the audience will
actively participate in the creation of
the play.

We are living in an age when
curiosity is naturally powerful. This
curiosity can not be achieved solely
through the theatre, for curiosity after
all, is part of our common competence;
it is there in our world which each of us
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perceives differently. The point | am
trying to make here is that as
speculativeness in our real world is
overspread; it is then the purpose of
drama— that form of art —to exercise it.
Thus, the dramatists leave us with
certain freedom to exercise upon their
works exactly the same way we do in
the “real” life, as Martin Esslin wrote:
“...drama is our best instrument to
communicate the quality of human
reality itself.”©®

Beyond Martin Esslin’s judgement
on drama and its value as a means of
communication, we are inclined to
move towards the shore, asking the
question: why 1is drama the “best
instrument” which mirrors or reflects
“the nature of human reality?” Of-
course, the purpose of rising this
guestion here is not to answer with yes
or no, but perhaps has to mould, to
tighten, to organize and structure
reality. However, its accomplishment
and qualification as drama, the theatre
will rely on its gift to keep safe the
essence of reality as Martin Esslin
words it: “...but his success as a
dramatist will depend on his ability to
preserve its essential nature: its three-
dimensionality, its contradictoriness,
the way in which in which the sublime
and the ridiculous, the important and
the unimportant, the profound and the
trial, the noble and the mean, coexist
simultaneously in  any  human
situation.”"”

What Martin Esslin does seek to
show patiently and meticulously is that
drama is the only medium that has the
possibility to, moralize and
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sentimentalise moments of great
impressible ingress and intensity,
without causing any effect or
imperfection of these moments. To sum
up all this, drama renews our contact
with human reality. Accordingly, to
renew our contact with human reality,
we shall then, go back to actual work
of individuals who insist on being
categorized and outstanding from their
contemporaries.

Thus, one of the most eminent and
most individual playwrights now
writing in Britain is Harold Pinter. He
was born in 1930. He is the son of a
Jewish tailor in Hackney, East London;
he started writing poetry for a little
magazine in his teens. He also has gifts
in acting which led him around Ireland
in a Shakespearean Company. He
began to write plays in 1957. He had
mentioned an idea for a play to a friend
who worked in the drama department at
Bristol University. The friend liked the
idea so much that he wrote to Pinter
asking for the play. The only problem
was that if the university was to
perform the play, they would need a
script within the week. Pinter wrote
back and told his friend to forget the
whole thing--then sat down and wrote
the play in four days. The product of
his labors, a one-act entitled The Room,
contained many of the elements that
would characterize Pinter's later works-
-namely a commonplace situation
gradually invested with menace and
mystery  through the  deliberate
omission of an explanation or
motivation for the action. Later this
same Yyear, Pinter would develop his
style still further in another one-act,
The Dumb Waiter, about two hired
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killers employed by a mysterious
organization to murder an unknown
victim. In this second play, Pinter
added an element of comedy, provided
mostly through the brilliant small-talk
behind which the two men hide their
growing anxiety. Their discussion over
whether it is more proper to say "light
the kettle" or "light the gas" is wildly
comic and terrifying in its absurdity.
The Dumb Waiter was first performed
at the Hampstead Theatre Club in
London in 1960.

Although written after The Dumb
Waiter, Pinter's first full-length play
(The Birthday Party) was produced two
years earlier in 1958 at the Arts Theatre
in Cambridge. The play centers on
Stanley, an apathetic man in his thirties
who has found refuge in a dingy
seaside boarding house which has
apparently had no other visitors for
years. But when Goldberg and McCann
(characters reminiscent of the hired
assassins in The Dumb Waiter) arrive,
it soon becomes clear that they are after
Stanley. Like Samuel Beckett, Pinter
refuses to provide rational explanations
for the actions of his characters. Are
the two men emissaries of some secret
organization Stanley has betrayed? Are
they male nurses sent to bring him back
to an asylum he has escaped from? The
question is never answered. Instead, the
two men organize a birthday party for a
terrified Stanley who insists that it is
not his birthday. He also wrote a novel
“The Dwarfs” which he did not
publish.

Pinter has gone on to write a
number of absurdist masterpieces
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including The  Caretaker, The
Homecoming, Betrayal, Old Times,
and Ashes to Ashes. He has also
composed a number of radio plays and
several volumes of poetry. His
screenplays include The French
Lieutenant's Woman, The Last Tycoon,
and The Handmaid's Tale. He has
received numerous awards including
the Berlin Film Festival Silver Bear,
BAFTA awards, the Hamburg
Shakespeare Prize, the Cannes Film
Festival Palme d'Or and the
Commonwealth Award. playwright and
campaigner Harold Pinter has won the
2005 Nobel Prize for literature. His
sparse style and gift for creating
tension and horror through the most
economic of means has made him one
of the most respected playwrights of
our day. He is married to Lady Antonia
Fraser.

I will now focus attention on
Pinter’s use of language, its importance
and functions in some of his plays. |
should also make it explicit that the
study of the plays is arranged
chronologically. What | am concerned
with in this study is not a thematic
study of the plays, but a textual
analysis of some passages from
Pinter’s plays; which I felt more
significant and do represent much
points of my concerns: Language as
Power, Language and Non-
communication, and Language and
Being.

As far as the division of the parts
of this work is concerned the sections
are classified according to their order
of importance. The first thing that may

232



http://www.imagi-nation.com/moonstruck/clsc7.htm

arouse our interest was his powerful
language through which he worked out
his plays. Thus, obviously, the first
point will be: Language as Power.

In this first part, “Language as
Power”, we will deal with language as
it takes the “form of power”; when its
purpose will not, by all means, to
establish true understanding between
speaker and hearer, but to assert
authority and to manipulate the
conversation.

The second part, entitled
“Language and Non-Communication”,
has been extrapolated from the no-
communication between Pinter’s plays
and me. The more | went deep to
understand him, the harder his plays
became. In this part, we shall see then,
how people in everyday life use
language and how they can hardly
communicate and erect true and
friendly relationship.

In the last part of this work,
holding the title of “Language and
Being”, 1 will concentrate on the way
Man uses language to explore his own-
self or his own being, when this latter
is surrounded by unknown and
uncertain world.

. Lanquage as Power:

Right from the beginning it
should be stressed that we are living in
a world of words. Whatever we may
say do when we meet each other-
whether we struggle, laugh, play,
gossip, make love, travel-we talk. We
talk to our parents, our teachers, our
friends; we talk to foreigners and
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strangers. Talking then, is an action
which has always existed whatever the
means and intentions are: either we talk
face to face, or use other signs and
symbols. We have always something to
transmit whatever its value is. As a
result, everyone responds to us with
words. This certainly depends on the
psychological state and mood in which
he is in. Moreover, our action of
talking does not stop at this level only.
For, it happens that, we talk even when
there is no-one to respond. We talk to
ourselves. One can even over stresses
the idea that it is language which
distinguishes us from other animals;
and it is it that makes us human. Hence
to understand humanity, we should
understand language. Most often
language is considered by some
mythical and religious philosophies as
the “source of human life and power.”(s)

Since the question of how
language is originated is still baffling to
trace, it is then high time we tackled its
variable uses in various fields,
particularly when language is given
freedom to dominate at times and
submerge meaning through
euphemisms at others.

It has been suggested by many
thinkers and philosophers that language
Is a human activity-activity, on the one
hand, concerns the individual’s
attempts to make himself understood
by another; and activity, on the other
hand, concerns that the latter
understands what is on the mind of the
former. Yet what is in question here is
that all the attempts that were to answer
guestions about language are about the
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essence of language if not about its
nature. Since there still remains
immense difficulties to determine
language except from the atmosphere it
creates for mutual intelligibility, it is
then the moment to mention that the
purpose of language is not always to
establish  understandings  between
speaker and hearer. And it is not
always to communicate, but to impose
one’s authority, and control so as to
impress the listener. For when we use
language just to have the listener’s
agreements, opinions, and desires
equated to ours-compelling him/her to
accomplish what we like-is by no
means to inform but to hypnotize the
listener.

Bolinger Dwight, a philosopher
and a linguist, seems to have a good
remark on this point: “If people use
language to get corporation of their
fellows, then little of anything that is
ever said is entirely neutral,
communication is more to influence
than to inform.”®

It may sound queer that language
may be a form of seduction or an
instrument of domination; but this is in
fact only one aspect of the various
aspects of language which Pinter is
over emphasizing to impress in some of
his plays.

Investigating these features of
language use in some of his plays, we
have the impression that Pinter angles
to make his readers aware that every
speaker is capable of decorating his
speeches.  Every  speaker  can
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calculatingly choose the appropriate
expressions that will sway his audience
in any direction and at any moment he
wishes.

Strange enough, language can take
any form—either written or spoken—
but as we are dyyling witn the language
oindrama, and more precisely Pinter’s
dramatic language we are then inclined
to emphasize the Latter. For it is
probably, on the stage rather than
anywhere else that spoken language is
given much more attention. Moreover,
it is that everyday-language with its
expressive function, irrationalities and
ambiguities that fascinate Pinter and
through which he worked out his plays.
Yet to enter in the main stream of
debate, we should mention that
everyday language in not left to speak
for itself. To illustrate this point, one
can go back to the term stage which,
of-course, as being a concrete and
physical aspect, requires a direct
communication and participation of
both: the actors and spectators. It asks
for a language that can be adequate in
space as Antonin Artaud words it:
“...the question of the theatre ought to
arouse general attention the implication
being that, through its physical aspect,
since it requires expression in space
(the only real expression, in fact...”?

However, speech is not the only
element in the theatre, actions are also
important that help the character to
impress not only the revival but also
the audience: “It is a matter of tying the
words to the image of the character
standing on the stage.”™ Pinter once
replied to an interviewer his creative
imagination was not more visual than

verbal. Yet Pinter’s obsession words
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make it strictly evident for us to speak
of his use of language as an instrument
of domination and power. His words
compel patient listening, and great
attention from the part of the actors as
well as the audience; to how things are
said. Sometimes to against what is
being said. One can quote Ronald
Hyman’s speech to stress the idea of
words domination in Pinter’s plays:
“..The Ilanguage has become a
function of the character just as the
character is a function of theme.”*?)

A good understanding, perhaps of
Pinter’s dramatic language can be
achieved through a good understanding
of the respectiveness, irrationalities,
hesitancy, and the inconsequentialities
of everyday conversation. Pinter seems
to give us examples of the varieties of
contemporary English. A dramatist so
motivated and absorbed by these
qualities will certainly be obsessed by
words and their functions to divulge
and ambush meaning. Probably one
may mention what Pinter himself says
about his words; to stress the idea of
their tremendous difficulties and
multifarious uses to manipulate
meaning: “...You create the word and
in a certain way the word, in its own
life, shares you out, is obdurate, and
more often than not defeats you...”(13)
If the words that we ‘create’ ourselves
are impenitent, severe and may ‘defeat’
us, it will be an avoidable then, to
declare the power that words have. A
better way, perhaps, to witness this
power is to examine Pinter’s use of
language through his words, as Martin
Esslin wrote: “Pinter’s theatre is a
theatre of language: It is from the
words and their rhythm that the
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suspense, dramatic tension, laughter
and tragedy spring.”(14)

It is important then to emphasize
Pinter’s ability to join the words as
they are spoken to the action and image
of his characters. This careful
combination between speech and the
movement of the character will, on the
one hand help us to find the key to
Pinter’s linguistic techniques, and on
the other hand, grant us the opportunity
see how words become instrument of
domination. The character who
happens to have an over flow of
repressions, or more calculated speech
asserts his superiority, and erects
influence and governance over his
companion or revival; and this itself is
a dramatic action. This aspect is quite
noticeable in The Birthday Party,
Pinter’s first full-length play, which
was first performed at “The Arts
Theatre in Cambridge on 28, April,
1958”2 A three-act play in which the
characters are complex, for we can not
recognize why Stanley Webber, a
young man in his thirties is hiding from
the world. His only refuge is Meg-an
elderly woman, sixty-years old-who
treats him as a son and at the same time
as a lover. And why the Jewish,
Goldberg and the Irish Mc Cann have
come to take him away from Meg. In
the third act, Pinter invites us over to
witness that inarticulate speech of
Stanley when Mc Cann and Goldberg
determined to take him away. He
remains emotionless, impressed, unable
to talk to react and to respond. He
submerged in complete paralysis. He is
subjected to a stream of language and
governed by velocity of non-
understandable talks of the two
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terrorists. This torrent
incomprehensible  and  non-sense
speech that drenches Stanley is
apparent in the following lines:

McCann: That’s it.

Goldberg: We will make a man of
you.

McCann: And a woman.
Goldberg: You’ll be re-oriented.
McCann: You’ll be rich
Goldberg: You’ll be adjusted.

McCann: You’ll be our pride and
Joy.

Goldberg: You’ll be a mensch.

McCann: You’ll be a success.

Goldberg: You’ll be integrated.

McCann: You’ll give orders.

Goldberg: You’ll make decisions.
(The Birthday Party)

In fact, they are the ones who are
giving orders and making decisions,
distorting Stanley by a their myriad of
words which are so fast and thick to be
understood. One can easily notice that
there is more effective rhythm in
Goldberg and MacCann’s language in
act three, than in the previous acts
while Stanley remains impressed,
unable to move his lips, just making
inarticulate  sounds. It is more
fascinating to see that possession and
power of language which overwhelms
not only Stanley who appears to be the
principle victim in the play, but also
Petey-Meg’s husband. He has tried to
protect Stanley, but proves to be weak
and easily influenced by accepting
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McCann and Goldberg’s invitation to
go with them:

Petey: Where are you taking him?
(They turn in silence)

Goldberg: We’re taking him to
Monty.

Petey: He can stay here.
Goldberg: Don’t be silly.
Petey: We can look after him here.

Goldberg: Why you want to look
afeter him?

Petey: He’s my guest.

Goldberg: He needs special
treatment. (The Birthday Party)

Petey lacks words to comment
upon the invitation he has been offered.
Like Stanley he is unable to move and
talk. And the play ends, as it starts,
with Meg and Petey alone together in
the room.

The fact that Pinter is the type of
dramatist who interrelates his plays, in
other words, whose plays are close
each other; if not from the stylistic
point of view, from other common
features. It is another, and from one
play to another. Thus, we can testify
Pinter’s venture to apply that
characteristic of language in his play
The Room, 1957. In other words, in
The Room, Pinter has also tried to
achieve that technique whereby the
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characters use language as a weapon or
as an instrument of domination to
defeat over the partners. However, this
task seems to be hard to control in this
particular play, because of the
ambiguity and uncertainty that is

maintained between the characters.

A couple in a room: the woman,
almost sixty years old, rather talkative,
and the man almost fifty, never speaks
a word. The woman appears too
sentimental. She is full of anxiety to
satisfy Bert. She wants to make herself
as lovely as possible to prevent him
from going out. However, Bert shows
no interest. He remains cold. This
proves her failure to impress him, and
shows her lack of that torrent,
calculated expressions to exercise
control over Bert and to reach her aims.
Yet one can see the matter from
another angle, and say that Bert’s

repudiation of Rose’s gift, proves that

he perfectly knows the women’s games.

Ronald Hyman has a good remark on
this point: “...in each case, the woman
wants to keep the man in the house, in
her sphere of influence and in her
routine, although she pretends not to

mind whether he goes out.. »(18)
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This is typical of Roses’ attitudes
towards Bert. She is talking to him,
telling what he feels and considering
him as a little boy. Yet Bert remains
motionless, with no reaction, which is
itself a type of reaction since we can
“smell” a kind of insult from the part of
Bert towards Rose. Probably this idea
of non-responding of a character with
his partner, can be worth debated in the
coming parts of this article when we
will be dealing with the problem of

language and non-communication.

The wuse of language as a
contrivance to defend one’s-self; and to
moderate  the participator by
nonsensical expressions and thick
incomprehensible  speech is also
expressed in Pinter’s second full-length
play The Caretaker, 1960.'" So the

use of language as a weapon becomes

not only a dramatic action, but also one
of the fundamental subjects of his plays.
For Pinter’s conscious exploration of
language realities is carried out almost
in all his plays. Thus this technique that
holds the title of this part of this article

is omnipresent in all his later plays.
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This will be tackled in the coming sessions of this article
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Introduction

Modern societies are aware of the importance of foreign languages learning.
They are urged to manage the linguistic education of their people, though with
different needs, interests and objectives. Nevertheless, this linguistic management is
never free from the interference of social, political or economic changes that
influence not only the needs or the objectives, but the priorities within their
educational systems, too. Therefore, such changes bring with them new trends and
new approaches that may be seen as mere reactions against old ones, and do not
necessarily attain the society’s total consent.

The introduction of English as a FLES (foreign language in elementary schools)
in Algeria from 1993 to 2003 is an instance of such new approaches. This reform was
thought to be the solution to the drawbacks and weaknesses of the old approach to the
ELT (English language teaching) as well as those of the former FLES situation.
Certainly, the issue was not fruitful, or it would not have withdrawn as silently as it
had been introduced. On the contrary, it was going from bad to worse. There were
huge weaknesses within the organization of the whole curriculum.

However, as many new ideas and reforms are developing and brought about, it
Is crucial to reconsider convictions that may be mere assumptions, or to provide a
sound language planning, especially in ELT. For instance, the idea of FLES has so
widely widespread that it is not questioned within the Algerian educational system,
though it was not a deliberate choice as it was dictated by an irreversible reality at
that time.

In fact, the position of languages, within the Algerian Educational System
since independence, has always been subject to public oppositions and even clashes
more than sensible and professional discussions. The heart of the matter is that the
teaching of a particular language or through it, within our schools or universities, has
been a very dynamic issue that evolved according to some political and social
influences more than educational or pedagogical objectives. Since 1962, different
languages have been included and excluded at different levels in different occasions
depending on the government’s policies on Education.
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Nevertheless, things should not be taken for granted and the Algerian
Educational policy, especially as far as foreign languages teaching is concerned, must
be questioned and reconsidered. In order to better understand its choices and
orientations, a searching for the goals and objectives within this policy is necessary.
A close look at the teaching of foreign languages, especially in elementary schools, as
a worldwide movement is a prerequisite so as to grasp the degree of its necessity and
the chances of its success within the Algerian environment. Being an old movement,
there must be a good experience to learn from and a valuable expertise that will
certainly benefit our system. This is the main purpose of this paper. It deals also with
the usefulness and contributions of this movement as well as its drawbacks and
limitations. In other words, it attempts to examine whether the early introduction of
foreign languages can participate in the child’s educational development or not, and
even if its success can be painlessly —for the child- guaranteed; two assumptions that
need still solid confirmation. Therefore, even if this movement were advisable in
many cases, it would be more reasonable to re-examine its feasibility and when it
becomes a priority.

THE FLES ISSUE

There is no doubt, on both national and international scenes, that foreign
language instruction is a must nowadays. However, one of the most acute
preoccupations within the modern educational policies is when to introduce foreign
languages. For this, and as a reaction to the 'old ' approach to foreign language
teaching (mainly the approaches that took it for granted to start foreign languages
learning in the secondary level), the FLES situation has been adopted at so large a
scale that it has become crucial to reconsider some convictions and underlying
principles that may be mere assumptions and do not provide a sound basis for FL
teaching in all its aspects. Thus, tracing the major lines in the development of the
FLES issue would contribute to the reconsideration of the preoccupations and
perspectives of this issue, and unveil some hidden, neglected or even unquestioned
but pressing and fundamental facts.

The historical, political, economic and practical differences between the
Algerian and any other FLES issue do exist, but they remain, above all, a universal
linguistic and educational project which must be thoroughly and objectively planned,
and the success of which must be insured or at least catered for.

FLES Movement in the World

Foreign Language Teaching in Elementary Schools, henceforth FLES, is the
term which designates the teaching of a foreign language to children of a low age and
upwards in the general schools of an educational system. This trend is widespread in
many countries; USA, England, France, Germany, Italy, Japan ...

Any reform in language teaching is due to the dissatisfaction with previous
practice. This isalso true for FLES which argued that the traditional teaching of
foreign languages in secondary schools comes too late and misses the best moment
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for language learning . The advocates of FLES programmes criticize also the amount
of language taught, which is too little, the objectives, the methods and above all the
unsatisfactory results of the traditional language teaching. For example, they reject
the emphasis on the written language and the approaches practiced by teachers in
secondary schools; approaches that aimed at developing formal accuracy (i.e. the
correct use of structures) without interrelating it with communicative fluency (i.e. the
functions of language and social exchanges). Nevertheless, the practice of FLES
today and all over the world does by no means entail that it achieved total success.
On the contrary, it is experiencing current problems and drawbacks.

Due to the tremendous and growing interest in foreign languages teaching in
elementary schools, there has been a proliferation in its approaches. In the United
States, for instance, foreign language instruction in the elementary level is
approached through three main programmes. The first one is known as FLES
Programme. It concentrates primarily on developing listening and speaking skills and
on cultural awareness, and grammar is learnt indirectly. In certain cases, the content
of the foreign language programme is taken from the core school programme; it is
then called a Content-Enriched FLES Programme. The second type consists of
Emersion Programmes. The foreign language is used to teach entire curriculum. It is
the vehicle but not the subject of instruction. The third type of approaches is the
FLEX, Foreign Language Experience, Programmes. These programmes introduce
students to one or more foreign languages and cultures and motivate them to continue
further language study. Though all three variations were implemented successfully in
many schools, their success was mainly attributed to other factors such as parents’
involvement, team working and communication, creative methods and materials...

THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF FLES MOVEMENT

The early beginnings of the development of FLES go back to the 1950's, after
World War Two. It originated as an educational policy in the United States and
witnessed a phenomenal spread. This movement passed through a mixture of success,
difficulties, problems and failures. Yet, it has not weakened but it has gained strength
allover the world.

Before, the traditional teaching of foreign languages from the secondary phase
of schooling was taken for granted. It was believed that beginning the teaching of
foreign languages in secondary schools was the right start without first making sure it
was so. Therefore, looking for solutions to the language learning problems that were
encountered at that level, in an early start within the primary stage was unexpected
without the American push. Then, experiments were initiated in Britain, France,
Sweden, Italy, Germany and many other places. Thus, investigations into the
psychological and pedagogical implications of this reform started. On November 20",
1997, the different Ministers of Education of the European Union adopted a
resolution about the early learning of foreign languages.

"Most of the States members dispose today of a precious
experience in this [foreign language learning by children] domain.
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This is why the Commission wished to provide help to the few
researchers who have undertaken to analyse the results of these
experiences by examining what makes their success.” (Blondin &
Co., 1998 :07)'

The spreading of FLES movements had its ups-and-downs in America and all
other countries. FLES answered much of the problems in language teaching at that
time, but its difficulties and drawbacks questioned the validity that its advocates
claimed. However, it has never been considered as a momentary fashion; on the
contrary, it was believed to be a significant movement in language teaching and in
primary education. It had not to be rejected but needed research and experimentation
to overcome its problems.

Consequently, in the 1960's, the early language learning in primary schools
became an absolute educational necessity which was well established in a large
number of school systems with regards to the different educational, linguistic and
historical context which entailed different emphases but not necessarily uncommon
approaches, methods and materials.

FLES AND FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING POLICY

There is no need to stress the importance of knowing foreign languages in the
world today and their advantages in politics, economics, commerce and culture,
especially if the foreign language concerned is English. However, this policy of
planning foreign languages in educational systems does not justify the necessity of a
FLES situation. Then, because the socio-political factors do affect the linguistic
situation in any community, only a clear and careful foreign language teaching policy
could advocate a demand for a FLES programme. Any FLES project which started
suddenly and on a wave of enthusiasm has lost its power by the emergence of the first
drawbacks in time, material or resources.

The situation of foreign languages’ management varies from a community to
another, and this enhances or belittles the position of FLES in the linguistic
management of different countries. This can be best illustrated by the following
instances. For example, a lingua franca can be an urgency for education and society
in countries where its people have no native language in common like Swahili in East
Africa and English in West Africa. And since this necessity occurs at a very early
stage of the educational system, FLES is involved. A very similar situation can arise
because of migration when the existence of minorities leads to language problems.
Another case involves countries like Canada and Switzerland where the use of more
than one official language requires a very early teaching of a second language in
order to reach a compromise among the communities. In such cases, the necessity of
a FLES programme is easily recognized. In other instances, the FLES situation is not
so plain and unavoidable. The United States and France which national languages are
already world languages can exemplify this. Countries like Japan, where the effective
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learning of a world language can be indispensable for international communication,
justify the FLES project by the strategic value of a 'near-native’ command of a
language which is thought to be achieved through an early start.

The position of FLES in Algeria can be included in one of these groups where
the FLES policy ranges from an urgency to a prestige. FLES policy in Algeria is
doubtlessly not as urgent as in countries where the lingua franca is needed because
the majority of Algerians are Arabic native speakers. FLES policy in Algeria cannot
be as prestigious as is the case of countries which languages are world ones. Basically,
the origin of the FLES movement in Algeria was the outcome of a colonial era which
lasted for more than 130 years and which established a steady bilingual situation. The
French language (originally a foreign language) had gradually encroached on the
national educational system as well as the socio-linguistic scene; and consequently,
was taught as a second (and later on a foreign) language even after independence.
Thus, the roots of the Algerian FLES situation emerged from an urgency. But now,
after nearly half a century, what’s the degree of urgency of the FLES programmes in
the Algerian Educational System?

“...education is required to serve the particular values of the
society in which it is placed. What may be found suitable in one
context may not necessarily be found appropriate in another. What is
adequate for today may be considered of little use tomorrow. This is
as true of language education as it is for any other area in school
curriculum.” (Clark , 1987: XI)

CHILDREN AS YOUNG LANGUAGE LEARNERS

It is strongly believed that if children are successful at learning foreign
languages, it is only because they are ready to learn any skills that are part of the
primary curriculum. That' is to say, because they are ready to accept the basic
subjects of their curriculum, children comparatively respond to the foreign language
classes. In other words, the child who is classified as a ‘good pupil ' in his basic
subject is generally a good language learner and vise versa. Regardless of how much
the skills of foreign language learning differ from those of the basic subjects, when
can the effective teaching of a foreign language be approached and under what
principles?

The Age Factor in Foreign Langquage Learning

FLES programmes foundations lay on the belief that the early years are the
best years for starting a foreign language, that is to say, the most favorable moment of
foreign language acquisition or the 'optimum age' .

"The simplest, the most natural, and the most effective way of
learning a language is to begin early. The young child's speech
organs are flexible; his mind is uninhibited. He takes a natural
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delight in learning new speech patterns, and he imitates
readily .Pedagogically and psychologically, the reasons for teaching
young children a foreign language and the culture of the people who
speak that language are of the soundest." (Finocchiaro , 1964: v)

Bloomfield also adheres to the child's ability to learn languages and suggests a
specific time as being the most suitable for starting it:

"The best age at which to begin a foreign language is that
between the tenth and the twelfth years. If the study is begun earlier,
the progress is usually so slow that nothing is gained, the pupil who
begins later soon overtaking him who began younger. If the study is
begun at the age indicated, further languages may be taken up at
intervals of few years; as the student accumulates experience, the
later languages will be learned more rapidly and with less effort than
the earlier, until a facility may be acquired which astonishes those
who have had less practice."(Bloomfield, 1993: 02)

Actually, when compared to adolescents and adult learners, children have
many characteristics that help them in learning languages easily. There is some
supposedly psychological and neurological 'evidence' to support this principle. In
1956, the Modern Language Association of America gathered specialists (in
neuropsychology, bilingualism, and child development) to discuss the learning of a
second language by children. These specialists agreed on the following collective
conclusion:

"The optimum age for beginning the continuous learning of a
second language seems to fall within the span of ages 4 through 8
with superior performance to be anticipated at ages 8, 9, 11. In this
early period, the brain seems to have the greatest plasticity and
specialized capacity needed for acquiring speech."” (as quoted in
Stern, 1966: 263) (Bold mine)

It is clear from this specialists’ viewpoint that their conclusion cannot be
considered as an exact and solid theory (seem: have or give the impression or
appearance of being or doing). Even if it is valid for learning the oral aspect of
foreign languages, it is questionable for the other aspects and for the foreign language
as a whole.

In addition, supported by the new findings in child development and in
language behaviour, some extrapolations were made that the child enjoys learning
languages in a playful and/or dramatic manner; that he is highly motivated and has no
emotional obstacles. This enables him to learn even a third or fourth language.

However, it is widely believed that these views which were generally
expressed with caution and reservation resulted in excessive expectations and an
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over-estimation of the capacities of young school" children in learning languages.
Furthermore, it is necessary to stress that these optimistic beliefs about the optimum
age were only extrapolated findings in brain neurology and child development and
none of them was based on methodical studies of children learning foreign languages
under classroom conditions. For instance, some recent research was done and proved
that children are the best learners of new languages only in natural settings as
opposed to formal foreign language classroom settings. In fact, it was argued that
young foreign language learners were less successful than older ones. The article of
Cenoz, J. (2002) is a description of the study that compared learners aged seven and
eight years old with learners aged eleven and twelve years old who were learning
English as a third language in the Basque Country. After measuring the progress of
the two groups after six years of English learning in school, he arrived at the
conclusion that the older learners were better in all measured dimensions (grammar,
fluency, writing...) except in proficiency.

On the other hand, other specialists took a different stand and their views about
the optimum age varied from reservation to caution to total disagreement. Some
considered the idea as a suggestion that should be explored. Others expressed their
doubts about child's achievements in foreign language learning with the exception of
learning pronunciation. Stern (1966: 22) declared that it is not " ...in the interest of a
second language teaching policy in the primary school to over — emphasize the merits
of an early start." And there are those who strongly reconfirmed the adult's readiness
to acquire new languages better than the child's".Yet , it is generally viewed that the
comparison of language learning at different stages is unjustified and should not be
implied to decide the success or failure of FLES programmes .

A more recent examination of the controversy over the optimal age for learning
a second language from a 'Piagetian perspective' concludes that "determinations of
optimal age in second language learning are incidental rather than
substantive."(Tsakonas Frances, 1990:04) Eventually, age and age-related factors do
affect the learning of a second language at school, and some researchers argue that if
foreign languages are taken up too early, when the child is not yet ready, the learning
is slow. Moreover, if they have a more advanced cognitive development in their first
language, pupils learn the second language faster and more efficiently.

Many researchers speak about the maturity for foreign languages learning, and
are undergoing many experiments to examine the relationship between maturity and
learning. Gesell (as quoted in El Aissaoui, 2000: 117) did one of these experiments
on twins aged 46 weeks. He gave twin (A) a regular exercise in playing with cubes
and climbing stairs for 6 weeks, 20 minutes a day, and left twin (B) without any
practice. When aged 52 weeks, he found that the twins ability in playing with cubes
was equal. But in climbing stairs, twin (B) needed some help, was trained for only
one week and reached equal ability. To conclude, twin (A) had not much benefited
from practicing too early because twin (B) could acquire the same skill in a shorter
time after that his muscles became more mature.
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Griffin (1993: 07) also examined the relationship between the children's'
achievements in the second language and the age at which they started. She arrived at
the conclusion that "Overall, early starting appeared to have very little influence on
increasing second language proficiency by the end of high school." Another research
was conducted by a research team in Washington University (according to a research
paper released in June 2004), headed by Mc Laughlin, J , a research scientist, and
Osterhout, L , an associated professor of psychology. It asserts that age and reduced
brain plasticity, the usual reasons for difficult second language learning, do not affect
the word learning of a second language.

"What this study shows is that students [college students] are
more successful at this stage of learning a language than they think
they are. They learn a lot about French words before they have any
proficiency with French. It seems paradoxical that our learners’
brains could know more than the learners themselves, but this is
generally true when it comes to language. We know a lot more about
our first language than we are consciously aware of. Our results
suggest that this is true for a second language too." (Mc Laughlin &
Osterhout, 2006: 02)

As numerous experiments of FLES programmes were developed in different
places, valuable conclusions were obtained. It seems that wherever the experiment
was badly planned and hastily launched, the results were disappointing. This was
mainly due to inadequate preparation, unsuitable material or incompetent teachers.
On the other hand, very few experiments were successful .This was not much due to
the 'miraculous ' capacities of the young learners as it was the outcome of a sound ad
long-term planning, a careful preparation and an effective implementation, as it will
be illustrated in a later part of this chapter. Therefore, to have a maximum advantage
from the early start, there must be w thorough consideration of other factors such as
the quality of teaching and the limits of time of exposure to the foreign language and
resources.

So, there is no clear evidence for the soundness of the optimum age claim. The
achievements given by adequate and suitable conditions only stress the possibility of
an effective early start of foreign language learning, the implications for a foreign
language teaching policy within any educational system, and the contributions to the
development of a sound educational policy for the primary stage.

Child's Learning Abilities and Difficulties

1. The Child's Abilities

First, it has been widely argued that the only favorable reason for the
introduction of foreign languages in primary schools is that children can develop a
native-like pronunciation. The flexibility of the child's speech organs makes of the
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teaching of a foreign language at this stage the first and best chance to learn quickly
and accurately its sounds. However, children are capable of many other things like
discovering and trying out, fearlessly, new grammatical points (risk-taking). They
have no psychological inhibitions. That is to say, they are not self-conscious of their
learning and do not hesitate to imitate the strange sounds of the foreign language
(with its stress and intonation) or to try out incorrect utterances. On the contrary, they
take pleasure in talking and communicating. Any one does attest that children learn
and repeat songs without understanding their meaning. They do not have the
tendency to analyse what they are learning or compare between their language and
the foreign one. In fact , "They do not look for difficulties. They even use the dreaded
subjunctives as normally and naturally as they would use the present tense of the
verb to ‘have"." (Finocchiaro, 1964: 04)

Therefore, and provided that the approach to the teaching of the foreign
language is aural-oral, the results may be successful. However, this may not be the
case if the learning of the foreign language is approached simultaneously through the
four skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing), especially if the language
concerned is English and the learners are Arabic native speakers (in a relatively
complex linguistic situation like the Algerian one).

Moreover, the child's main activity in life is to gain knowledge of the world
and his intelligence and curiosity dispel all worries and fears; Battle and Shanon
observe that:

" Piaget , Brumer and some other modern scholars of note who
are concerned with learning have found that children are not only
capable of thinking but are capable of thinking in a higher level than
most adults realize ..." (Battle & Shanon,, 1968, 41-42)

That is partly true because their imagination is fresh and they are creative.
Besides, they have many nascent abilities that can be fully exploited. However, this
does not make of the foreign language learning an obstacle-free experience.

2. The Child's Difficulties

That is true that children are capable of tremendous things, but these young
learners have other attributes that can make their learning a foreign language not an
easy task .Their ability to learn the sounds easily gives a false impression that they
are capable of an easy performance in other skills like writing. The fact remains that
they face difficulties and problems in their learning; difficulties that are due to either
the target language or the methodology and content of the selected course or to their
learning styles and strategies. Besides, they are slow at learning, and they get easily
bored because they have short attention spans. This entails that more time is needed
for their learning.

"Older beginners appear to be inclined to learn more quickly,
in such a way that the advantage of an early start seems to be rather

Page 247




connected to the global time rendered available for the learning” IV
(Blandin & co, 1998 : 45)

Moreover, their interests are restricted to their immediate surroundings which
are different according to their social backgrounds (e.g. urban vs. rural). Their age
Impose some restrictions on the approach and methodologies:

“The Swiss psychologist Jean Piaget and his colleagues have
demonstrated that children in primary or elementary school are
usually in what is called the concrete operational stage of cognitive
development. This means that they learn through hands-on
experiences and through manipulation of objects in the
environment.” (Hudelson, 1991: 02)

They have not mastered their native language yet and lack experience in
language learning skills especially if the language concerned is difficult or too
different from the native one. For instance, an Arab child learning English faces a
double difficulty; the immense difference between the written forms of the two
languages in addition to the 'mismatch ' between the spelling and pronunciation of the
English language.

All these abilities and difficulties of the child or facilities and hindrances of
learning foreign languages constitute the young pupil's learning profile, and they have
a decisive impact on the foreign language learning experience and learning
experience as a whole.

Foreign Langquage Learning and the Child Development

The reexamination of the curriculum in the Western world primary schools led
to a reorientation in the approach to education. It was observed that the knowledge to
be transmitted and the skills to be developed in the elementary stages were relatively
light while the secondary phase was considerably overloaded by different disciplines
including foreign languages. This was mainly one of the supports for the FLES
alternative in many places where it can dissipate the boundaries between the two
phases and promote a gradual distribution of different activities including foreign
language instruction.

“In addition to the developing a life long ability to
communicate with more people, children may derive other benefits
from early language instruction, including improved overall school
performance and superior problem solving skills.....Some evidence
also suggests that children who receive sound language instruction
are more creative and better at solving complex problems.” (Marcos,
2006: 01)

Besides, the early start is much desirable for several other reasons. According
to Lee (1988), it does not only result in a better pronunciation, but it also reduces the
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ethnocentricity and develops a better understanding of the speakers of other
languages.

Accordingly, the traditional approach to education was considered to be either
too demanding or demanding the wrong kind of learning in the wrong time (too early
or too late). Thus, a FLES experience could be very successful especially that
children are relatively willing to participate in role playing and social situations
which facilitates pronunciation and simple linguistic behaviour, though it does not
favour the learning of grammar and may lead to further irremediable errors.

However, appropriate material preparation and careful programming must not
be underestimated as well as the drawbacks emanating from playful learning and the
use of repetition. For instance, an excess of automatic practice has become
unconceivable in basic subjects of primary education as well as foreign language
learning because it deadens the growth of intelligence. Nevertheless, it is believed
that a FLES experience, if carefully handled, may stimulate the development of the
child's intelligence and his mental growth.

On the other hand, one should not forget that the beginning of the foreign
language learning is the most important phase in the whole process of learning.
Because of the flexible mind of the child, learning habits (not only language learning
ones) are most easily formed. Therefore, it is during the first lessons that the pupil
will turn out to be an efficient or inefficient learner.

The Native Language vs. Foreign Language in Elementary Education

1. Interference or Assistance?

Though the differences between the native language and the foreign one do not
imply learning difficulties, the similarities do not guarantee ease of learning, either.
Yet, it is obvious that the learner's native language plays an important role in the
foreign language learning because knowing how the native language helps or hinders
the learning of a new one is fundamental.

The contrastive hypothesisv stated that the difficulties encountered by the
foreign or second language learners can be predicted in advance by comparing
systematically the two languages involved. However, this traditional hypothesis and
the prediction principles set forth by Lado (as discussed by Stern, 1966) are no more
relied upon by both researchers and teachers.

Subsequent researchers like Zobl (Ibid) claimed that the native language plays
a different role at different stages of development in the language learning. At the
same time, Tarone (lbid) argued that some universal aspects of language and
language learning influence the acquisition process. Other researchers point out that
in addition to linguistic features, social factors influence the interaction L 1 - L 2.
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All these findings enhance, though differently, the concern that should be given
to the role of the native language in the foreign language learning process.
Nevertheless, the teaching of the native language can be similar to a foreign one in
elementary education because both are linguistic activities.

Therefore, their teaching should be founded on the same general principles of
language learning. Yet, there are obvious differences because the conditions of
learning a foreign language at school are not similar to the conditions of a first
language acquisition. Moreover, other aspects must be taken into account when the
foreign language is begun after the native one"'. In such cases, the young learner does
not come to the foreign language class with a ‘tabula rasa’. He has already been
instructed in his native language and has learned or acquired a number of things and a
set of skills. So, both similarities and differences must be taken into consideration
when associating the teaching of both by the curriculum designer as well as by the
class teacher.

Unlike native language acquisition, the social differences, which exist among
children, may not affect —at least directly— the learning of a foreign language because
all children start this verbal experience with the same disadvantages. Yet, this may
not be correct throughout the process of learning because the socio-economic
background of the child's family does affect the foreign language learning; that is to
say, the learning activity may be quickened, facilitated or impeded according to the
social and economic conditions where the young learner is growing.

Basically, the approach to a foreign language teaching stresses audio-lingual
and audiovisual means. This affects tremendously the native language instruction,
which is much more preoccupied by reading and writing and neglects the oral skills.
In this sense, current trends in teaching L 1 shift toward an emphasis on speaking and
listening, though it is recommended that the young learners need a graphic support to
accept the language -whether native or foreign. Similarly, the teaching of reading and
writing L 1 may be helpful in teaching to read and write a foreign language“". This
could be very true if there were no developmental differences between learning the
native language in infancy and learning the foreign language under classroom
conditions.

Finally, it is necessary for FLES programmes to look for common grounds
between the foreign and native languages, in order to avoid repeating the mistakes,
which can be painful to correct later on. This could be done with the assistance of
different disciplines including child development, linguistics, psycho-pedagogy, in
order to reach a successful approach to language teaching from the start, in
elementary stages, to further stages within the educational systems.

“The LI is a resource of knowledge which learners will use
both consciously and subconsciously to help them sift the L2 data in
the input and to perform as best as they can in the L2. Precisely when
and how this resource is put to use depends on a whole host of
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factors to do with the formal and pragmatic features of the native and
target languages (i.e. linguistic factors) on the one hand, and the
learner’s stage of development and type of language use (i.e. psycho
and sociolinguistic factors on the other hand.” (Ellis, 1999:40)

But does one argue for or against the interference (may it be negative or
positive) between the learning of the two languages only in terms of linguistic skills
or even psychological abilities and social conditions? Could the early —or too early-
foreign language learning interfere with what is beyond that, and in a more
conflicting way?

2. Widdowson’s Schematic and Systemic Knowledge

According to Widdowson (1990), 'schematic knowledge' refers to socially
acquired knowledge whereas 'systemic knowledge' is the knowledge of the formal
properties of language meaning both the language's semantic and syntactic systems.
In his opinion, the development of the child's schematic and systemic knowledge of
his native language happens at the same time, and one facilitates the development of
the other. However, he affirms that the foreign language experience is very different;
the child, when learning his L 1, has already acquired the schematic knowledge
associated with his mother tongue. As he words it, "[the learners] are initiated into
their culture in the very process of language learning." (Lado, 1993: 110)

This would entail that if a foreign language is introduced too early ', i.e. prior
to the establishment of the mother tongue's schematic knowledge, the young learner
may acquire a mixed or a 'bicultural’ schematic knowledge (or in extreme cases, he
may learn only the foreign one if he did not have enough time to complete his native
one). Or at least, the child's interpretation and perception of things, ideas and values
will be inclined in reference to the established schematic knowledge. Similarly, this
child will face difficulties in comprehension and retention, or may be a conflict
between his language and the foreign one.

On the other hand, if the learner's schematic knowledge of his mother tongue or
the foreign language is not developed, because of too late a start or lack of time for
instance, he will find difficulty in learning the systemic parts of languages. However,
no one and no authority would consciously, by including foreign language instruction
in educational systems, aim at a disintegration of its native values and cultural
identity. Then, one should be more aware of the degree and kind of changes he would
like to achieve, and of the objectives of foreign languages instruction. Because by
trying to be integrated into the globalization process, the ill-prepared society will be
lost in a cultural instability; and by tempting to create a diversity in the people's
attitudes and visions to reach a better understanding and tolerance among cultures,
hasty individuals are menacing their society and its national identity and unity .
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Conclusion: FLES POLICY: A STEP TOWARDS GLOBALIZATION

The traditional approach to schooling and education had a nationalistic
orientation and the native language of the community one belongs to was the only
preoccupation. It is for this that the Arabicisation policy within the Algerian
Educational System was seen as a means to achieve such goal. Moreover, the
monolingual and mono-cultural settings, which were prevalent all over the Western
World but not in the colonised countries like Algeria, enhanced the belief that their
native language was the only valid medium for communication.

Nonetheless, no area in life is unaffected by globalization. The global age has
certainly a great impact on education everywhere but to different degrees and in
different ways in different countries. In Western countries, it leads to the fall of
political borders and to a breakout in their educational systems and their communities.
Recent research on child development proved that social attitudes, prejudices and
interests lay their foundations in early years, and any establishment of barriers is hard
to remove at a later stage. This is another argument in favour of early foreign
languages teaching which offers an ‘optimum opportunity' to establish solid, balanced
and impartial grounds for foreign languages. In fact, this should be considered as a
sounder argument for FLES policy rather than the 'optimum age' one.

That is to say, if foreign languages are tackled within the educational systems
besides the mother tongue as valid media of communication, they can be more
naturally integrated. As children will grow, they will be brought into contact, within
the educational system and with appropriate levels, with different countries and
cultures through their languages. Thus, and simultaneously, the child will be
equipped with a systematic and planned knowledge of one —or more— foreign
language, and this facilitates his adaptation to the cosmopolitan demands, i.e. the
child is freed from national prejudice, gains a foreign language and wins a good place
in the global world.

Now, if the FLES policy in Algeria is considered since its beginnings after
1962, the conditions and facts do not totally fit the above-mentioned situation. The
objectives of foreign languages teaching within the Algerian educational system
could not meet the social, political and cultural realities. First, the post —independent
National Educational System had already started with a bilingual and bicultural
reality; and its objectives were to reach gradually a monolingual and mono-cultural
situation to achieve Nationalism. Nonetheless, as globalization was rushing, Algeria,
as all other world countries, had to head towards multilingualism and
multiculturalism. In other words, the French language was an Algerian reality
imposed by a long colonial period, but the objectives of the unstable nation were to
reduce its use so as to make it disappear gradually on all planes and above all from
the national education. But, again, another reality dictated that this language had to
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stay for a longer time partly because it is a world language, that is to say a language
which is a prerequisite in this Global Age. Nevertheless, the Algerian educational
policy still aimed at minimizing the use of French as a foreign language for two
reasons. First, its use is believed to represent an everlasting threat over the national
culture and identity. Second, English is thought to be a more suitable foreign
language for approaching globalization. Moreover, because of the spread and
changing status of languages in an interdependent world, English has grown to
become the most important international language of business, science and
technology, spoken by more non-natives than natives in their daily and professional
lives. This is supposed to be the reason why English entered by ‘force' the scene of
FLES in the Algerian Educational System as a rival to French. Yet, it would be too
simplistic and naive not to take into consideration the political and educational forces
behind such reform. In fact, that English is gaining ground is another advantage, and
could be just a pretext, for the advocate of Arabicisation policy.

Moreover, globalization and the Internet age spur to a great extent the learning
of foreign languages within educational systems since the legal, physical and cultural
borders do not obstruct the exchanges of not only goods but knowledge and ideas, too.
This is also believed to provide the learner, even the young one, with a global
perspective to introduce besides the language different aspects of the foreign country
(ies) within the school syllabi with varied gradations at different levels.

On the other hand, many of the FLES experiments that were and still are
adopted by many educational systems are not fruitful; they caused painful and
irreversible results. These results may vary from a loss of interest in learning and
foreign language learning precisely, to a school failure; because forcing very young
inexperienced ‘non-literate’ minds to learn different languages, especially if their L1
is not yet well acquired, will lead to psychological and social disturbances. Such
projects were disappointing or failed because either they were badly planned or
hastily implemented. Moreover, if the previously described project is subjected to a
careful scrutiny, one could reach some important remarks concerning the preparation
for the initiation, the investigation into the reform and the implementation.

I-Translation Mine. " La Plupart des Etats membres dispose aujourd'hui d'une précieuse expérience en ce domaine. C'est pourquoi la
Commission a souhaité apporter son aide aux quelques chercheurs qui avaient entrepris d'analyser les résultats de ces

expériences enexaminant ce qui fait leur succes."

I1-where the child is learning other different sciences and skills under varying conditions
111- According to Stern (1966), this is an old view-point that was first expressed by Thorndike in 1928
IV- Translation Mine “Il apparait toutefois une tendance chez les débutants plus agées a apprendre plus rapidement, en sorte que

I’avantage d’un début précoce semble plutdt lié¢ au temps global ainsi rendu disponible pour 1’apprentissage.”
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V- (based on research in contrastive analysis) According to Carter (1993: 14/15), it ““states that a language learner’s first language
will have a crucial influence on the learning of a second language. Most obviously, errors made in the process of learning the
second language will bear significant traces of interference from the first language. The hypothesis also states that learners’
difficulties can be analysed, even predicted in advance, by a systematic contrastive comparison of the two languages involved.
As aresult of linguistic differences between languages, learners from different language backgrounds will, it is claimed, learn

aspects of the target language in a different order.”

VI-Such aspects become crucial if the two languages are started nearly at the same time like it is the case with the intended new

reform in the Algerian Educational System by 2004-2005.

VII-This could be true in cases where writing symbols and rules are similar or at least have things in common like Latin languages or
English and French .But to what extent is this possible between languages like Arabic and French or English? VIlI-regardless of

whether it is possible to teach the language without its cultural components, or not.
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